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1. rAmendcd> A n appamtus for removing aneedle from a medical device, comprising: 

a container defining a chamber, said container including a container top having an 
aperture communicating widi said cbathbei; 

a needle removing fixturejelateillY mounted to said container jSE and TOtatable wifli 
respect thereto free of shearing surfaces, said needle removing fixture being positioned at least partially 
within said chamber and including a passage for receiving a needle extending through said aperture in 
said container top; and 

^^.^ ^ ^anHlt. cmmled to saiH n«cd1e removing fixture for rotating said needle removing 

fixture. 
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2. (^isijialiTlie apparatus as desc^ 
that is substantially aligoablc willi said aperture in said COTteiner top. 

3. roricinalt T he apparatus as described in claim 2, wherein said passage extends 
entirely througji said needle removing fixture. 

4. (Ciancellcd^ 

5. f Amendedl H ie apparatus as described in claim 41, wherein said handle extends at 
least partially outside said contains. 

7. f Amendfidl T he apparatus as described in claim 6L '"Axetao. said needle removing 
fixture includes a shaft having a woikirg section located Iheieon, said passage being formed in said 
woridng section of said sha^ and 

fuidier con^rising a pair of bearing blocks for rotatably supporting the opposing ends 
of said shaft, each of saidbearing blocks beingmoonted to said container top. 

8. f Original') T he apparatus as described in claim 7, further comprising a mounting j 
plate, said mourxting plate cooperating with said container top to mount said bearing blocks thereto, 
said opening being formed in said mounting plate. 

9. f Amended'V _T he apparatus as described in claim wherein said container includes a | 
base, said container top being removably mounted to said base. 

10. fOriginal) T he apparatus a$ described in claim9, forther comprising a collecticm | 
receptacle positioned within said container for coUecting the needle removed from the medical device. 

11. [Oripinan T he apparatus as described in daim 1, wherein said passage includes an | 
axis, said needle removing fixture being rotationally positionable such that said axis of saidpassage is 
substantially perpendicular to said container top. 

12. f(;aBcetleJl 

13. rCancellcd') 

14. fCflncelled') 

15. (Amende Jl .A meOiod of removing a needle boto. a medical device, conffljfiing; 
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tasKling said needle Of saidmedical device int a passage of a needle ranoving 
fi-rtiTT- ^vhm-m r -'^ "--^"^ ^^"^^ ^^"'"^ """"^^ ^ of a container, and 

rotatuig saidneedle removing fixture about an axis viaAhan^ while maintaining 
said medical device inasubstantianyatationaiy position, thereby removing 

medical device withciit shearing 4iereo£ 

16. (OridT^al) H ie method as described in dairo 15. further including capturing said | 
needle in a container once removed fiom said medical device. 

17. (/\mended^ T he mediod as described in daim 16. including passing said needle 
through an aperture ia4*aiitop of said conlainerprior to inserting saidneedle into said passage. 

18. f Originan H ie mcQiod as described in claim 17, including causing said medical 
device to engagp said container top. 

19. (Orieiiial'l T he method as described in claim 17, including aligning said passage and 
said aperture prior to inserting said needle into said passage. 

20. fOripnal> T he metfaod as described in chum 15. inchtding rotating said needle 
tanoving fixture about an axis nmning substantiaUy perpendicular to a longitiidinal axis of said 
passage. 

21. f at^^HwI^ a Trtftthod of removing a metal needle from a {Aa^tic hub of a medical 
device, comprising: 

securing said medical device in a substantially stationary position \«*ereby said 
needle is located at a predetennined position; 

discMinccting said metal needle firom said plastic hub without shearing of said needle 
bv mtflting sy i d tieedle in a r>.m< ;.vat fivfare lhat is mtatably mo^^^tfX^ to a container, wberejn 

<ij^i, } t^f eMe: is dfiformedy 4»4«M lniultaBuoualy dofoming said motol nood l e t o prevent reuse dieieof. 

22. (Oricinalt T he mediod as described in daim 21. further including capturing said 
needle in a container once removed from said medical device. 

23. <Amended> TTie msAod as described in daim 22, inchiding passing said needle 
through an aperture in a top of said container prior to inserting said needle into saiAajrassage- 

24. <Qriginan T he method as described in daim 23, including causing said medical 
device to engage said container top- 
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25. rwtthdrawii^ A n aroa«tua for removing a needle ftomamBdical device, comprising: 

a container defining a chamber, said container including a container top having a first 
apeituie communicating wifli said chainber; 

a recessed sleeve extending from said container top into said chamber, said container 
t«>p including a second aperture communicating ^th said sleeve, said second aperture havmg a 
diameter greater than the diameter of said first aperture, said sleeve including a third aperture 
conuminicatbg witfa said chamber, said third aperture being substantially co-axially aligned with said 
second aperture; 

a needle removing fixture mounted to said container and totatable with respect thereto 
fi^ of shearing surfeces, said needle removing fixture being positioned at least partially within said 
chamber and including fiist and second working sections having diameters D, and Eb, respectively, 
wherein D, is greater than Eb, said first working section includmg a first passage for receiving a 
needle extending through said first aperture in said container top, said second woridng section 
including a second passage for receiving a needle extending thiougji said tWrd opeitu^ 

recessed sleeve; and 

T nq gnR for rotating said needle removing fi;tture. 

26. fWrthdra-wnY T he apparatus as described in clahn 25, wherein said first passage j 
includes an axis lhat is substantially alignable with said first aperture in said contamer top; and 
wherein said second passage indudfis an axis that is substantially aUgnable with said third aperture in 
said contains top. 

27. rWithdrawn^ T he appatanis as described in claim 25, wherein said first andsecond | 
passages extend entiiely through said needle removii^ fixture. 

28. rv^Tithdrawn^ The s^aratus as described in daun 25, whraein said means for rotating 
includes a key pi votally co\]qpled to said needle removing fixture. 

29: rwithdrawnl T he apparatus according to claim 25, wiierein said first ^>erture defines | 
a first plane and said third aperture defines a secondplane, aod wherefai said first woiidng section is 
spaced a distance Ti from said first plane and said second woiWng section is spaced a distance Ti 
fiom said second plane, and wherein Tj is greater than 
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